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EDITORIAL 
Welcome to Issue 146. This is a special 
edition for me as editor as it is the 50th 
news bulletin produced, my first one 
being Issue 97 back in January 2010. 
This was the point in which the news 
bulletin was resurrected after a six year 
absence. 2018 is therefore the ninth 
year of the bulletin in its current format 
and this version has now been running 
for longer than the original. With this in 
mind it is my wish that it remains 
beneficial to the movement and if not 
fresh then at least fit for purpose! Any 
ideas, improvements or feedback are 
always welcome using the contact links 
on the last page. 
 

Chris Moxon 
 

NEWS 
Bodmin & Wenford Rly: Long serving 
Class 108 50980/52054 has been put 
up for sale with tenders closing in 
March. It has been replaced by recent 
arrival Class 121 55020 which is more 
appropriate for a Cornish branchline. 
 
Chasewater Rly: Class 127 59603 has 
been repainted recently, not a vehicle 
often reported on very often as it is 
used purely as hauled stock. It carries a  

non-authentic (for DMU's) BR maroon 
livery. 
 
Dean Forest Rly: Various important 
small jobs have been progressed in 
preparation for the new operating 
season including a water pump change, 
feed valve overhaul, Smiths heater fault 
finding & rectification. A troublesome 
brake cyl inder has also been 
investigated and since it is fitted to a 
power car will be a challenge to change 
ï we suspect the ball valve is stuck or 
the passages blocked. Work also 
progressed on rebuilding the cab 
interior of Class 108 51914 with wires 
and instrumentation being connected. 
An experiment was done on one of our 
680 engines where we locally 
connected a pressure gauge and when 

cold it registered over 60 psi. 
 
East Lancashire Rly: Class 122 
ñbubble carò 55001 has received a 
rebuilt engine during February, which is 
now being tested and run-in. 



East Somerset Rly: Class 108 51909's 
brakevan floor has been removed and 
is currently being replaced by a 
plywood alternative. Meanwhile, trailer 
car 56271 has received two new buffers 
on the corridor end after the existing 
ones failed. 
 
Ecclesbourne Valley Rly: Derby 
Lightweight M79900 ñIrisò has received 
some new batteries so the engines now 
start much more readily. Class 101 
M51188 has been dispatched for a year 
on holiday to the North Norfolk Railway 
(see movements section). Class 101 
E59303 has had LED bulbs installed in 
the light fittings to replace the tungsten 
ones. This has reduced power  
consumption from 22 amps down to 
about 3 amps, which will save 
considerable draw on the batteries. 
Class 122 ñbubble carò W55006 has 
had a new battery isolating switch fitted 
which has resolved an electrical issue. 
Finally, the DMU event, ñMultiple 
Memoriesò is being held on the19th & 
20th May and features visiting Waggon 
und Machinenbau Railbus E79960 
courtesy of the Ribble Steam Railway 
(custodian) and North Norfolk Railway 
(owner). 

Keighley & Worth Valley Rly: With 
railbusses in operation until April the 
opportunity has been taken to 
concentrate on running repairs to 101 
set 51189/51803. This has included an 
overhauled horn being fitted, heater 
fault finding and repairs to one of the 
cab doors. 
 
North Norfolk Rly: The railway was on 
the brink of achieving the goal it has 
been working towards for more than 
seven years, to have two DMU sets 
available for service. The railway 
entered half term week with Class 101 
set M51192/M56352 in service and 
hired-in Class 101 M51188 (from 
Ecclesbourne Valley) on its way to form 
a set with E56062. Sadly on the final 
day of the 9-day running week the No2  

engine on M51192 suffered a terminal 
failure withdrawing it from service. 
M51188 has now arrived (see 
m ovem ents  sec t ion)  and has 
immediately replaced M51192 and will 
now be operating for the first part of the 
season on its own. Hopefully later in the 
year the (some say cursed) plan of 
having two sets will come to fruition! 
 
North Yorkshire Moors Rly: Class 
101 50164/59539/50160 completed all 
its booked turns during the February 
half term running, albeit on three 
engines due to an issue with apparent 
fuel starvation on one engine of 50164, 
and returned to Grosmont ECS on 
Monday 19th for attention. Its next 
outings will be as a feeder to the visit of 
Tornado when it will be running from 
Pickering on 3/4/6/7/8/10/11 March, 
usually an out early/return late trip. 
 

RESTORATION NEWS 
D e r b y  L i g h t w e i g h t  7 9 0 1 8 
(Ecclesbourne Valley): An engine 
rebuild is now taking place at an off site 
location. The battery Isolating box has 
also been refurbished and modified for 
standard (Blue Square) wiring. 



Class 101 (cab) 50211 (Denbigh): The 
housing for 50211ôs brake gauges has 
been cleaned and painted, however I 
need two air and one vac gauges if 
anyone has spares they are willing to 
part with? 
 
Class 103 56160 (Debigh): Over the 
winter work has concentrated on 
erecting 70m of fencing around 
M56160ôs compound and installing se-
curity lighting. A new step iron for the 
gangway end has been fabricated and 
is being painted, and further ótemporaryô  

glazing has been fitted. 
 
Class 104 56182 (North Norfolk): 
Three more sets of items have been 
through the ñwinter restoration 
programmeò. The eight sliding lights 
from the four First Class windows have 
all been dismantled, overhauled and 
reassembled including a serious 
cleaning of corrosion and stripping of 
the BR blue paint. As always, they now 
await refitting. The emergency flag 
case, located inside the cab, has also 
been restored. These were all removed 
from the 104's many years ago, but 
when stripping down the cab bulkhead, 
the original outline and screw holes 
were discovered. Pleasingly, they were 
a "standard BR" item, so whilst 
M56182's was lost decades ago, the  

group managed to purchase an original 
example from a Mark 1 brake coach to 
restore. The final item to report is the 
cab-to-passenger saloon bulkhead 
which had hefty woodwork repairs 
where water ingress had rotted it. This 
involved some in depth veneer splicing 
on the passenger side and full 
woodwork restoration and re-varnishing 
of the remaining bits. The cab side was 
stripped, rubbed down smooth and 
repainted cab grey. 
 
Class 105 56456 (Llangollen): All the 
vertical timbers for supporting the wall 
panels have now been fitted and a start 
made on the horizontal ones. The 
luggage rack support framing is now 
being prepared for fitting. 
 
Class 121 56289 (East Lancs): the 
cab end rebuild continues at Bury. The 
cab desk has been removed allowing 


